
 

ST NICHOLAS’ CHURCH, NEWNHAM, 
HAMPSHIRE, RG27 9AN 

Trail Answers and Explanatory Notes  
for Parents and Teachers 

 
Children’s Answers are in Bold. Further information is for interest and discussion.  

 
St Nicholas’ Church was founded about 1130: the fine and sturdy Norman (or 
Romanesque) chancel arch has been dated to this time. The solid metre wide walls 
also indicate a twelfth century origin. By 1846, major restoration work was 

necessary and this was completed early in 1848, when the Rector, the Reverend 
George Wylie, stated the building was almost a new one. In fact, major changes to 
the structure had been introduced - a totally new bell tower with a new staircase 

to the gallery and a new vestry, new buttresses at every corner, re-designed 
windows and a new interior seating layout.  
 
1 ROOF 

The beams are made of oak wood. There are two main beams in the Nave. 
 
2 FONT 

Water, which has been blessed by a priest, is put in the font when a person is baptised (christened) as a sign that they 
have become a member of the church. Baptism signifies the washing away of sins. It marks the beginning of the Christian 
spiritual journey through life and the font is, therefore, normally symbolically placed near the entrance to a church. The 
font is made of stone and has eight sides and so is octagonal. 

 
3 LECTERN/PULPIT  
The bird made of brass is an eagle. The eagle is a symbol of St John the Evangelist who wrote one of the Gospels. Eagles 
are big, strong birds with a huge wing-span and can soar higher than most other birds. It was believed that an eagle would 

carry God’s word not only through the whole building but also out into the world beyond. The eagle is usually, and is here, 
portrayed standing on a sphere which represents the world. The holy book kept on this Lectern is the Holy Bible. This is 
the book of Christian teaching. 

 
4 CHANCEL ARCH 

The chancel arch is about 900 years old and stands where it has done 
for centuries.  It is in the Norman style with dog-tooth decoration and is 

typical of its period and has been dated to about 1125. It measures 7’6” 
(2.29m) wide and 10’8” (3.28m) to the top of the arch, and is set in a 
massive wall.  The arch itself is emphasised by the concentric outer 

curves, by the 4” (10cm) wide band of carving, and by the high roof 
above. 
 
If you look closely you will see what may be the remains of painted 

decorations. Before the Reformation, the walls of parish churches were 
often extensively painted with both decorative and religious imagery. 
Together with other visual arts, such as painted and stained glass, the 

effects would have been spectacular. 
 

5 ROYAL ARMS 
The two creatures either side of the shield are a lion and a unicorn and a 

crown is between them at the top.  The shield is supported by the English lion 
and Scottish unicorn and is surmounted by the Royal crown.  Below it appears 
the motto of the Sovereign when in England, “Dieu et mon droit” (‘God and my 

right’). The Royal Arms were used to symbolise the monarch’s authority and, 
after Henry VIII became Supreme Head of the Church of England in 1534, they 
began to appear in churches, emphasising the connection between the monarch 
and the church. 

These Royal Arms are those of King George I (1660-1727) who, while the 
Elector of Hanover, came to the throne in 1714 following the death of Queen 
Anne. They reflect the constitutional position of the period and show in the first 
quarter (top left) the Royal Arms of England and Scotland, in the second (top 

right) the Arms of France (the claim to the throne of which was not abandoned until 1800), and in the third (bottom left) 
the Arms of Ireland. The fourth quarter (bottom right) shows the Arms of the new King’s domains in Hanover (Brunswick-
Lüneburg surmounted by the Imperial Crown of the Holy Roman Empire for the Holy Roman Office of Arch-Treasurer). 

 

 

 



 
6 EAST WINDOW 

There are 22 angel faces in the window, 11 in clear glass and 11 in red glass. This window depicts the first Ascension 
Day as described in the Gospel according to St Matthew.  

The first step in making a stained glass window is the creation of a drawing of the picture or pattern wanted. A full- 
size sketch, or cartoon, is then created which constitutes the basis on which pieces of coloured glass are skilfully cut. Details 

may be added by painting or staining the surface of the glass before it is assembled and joined using strips of lead. Modern 
windows such as this one are waterproofed before being installed into the window space.  
Stained glass windows were essential to the fabric of ancient churches illuminating the building and people within, both 

literally and spiritually. Images and scenes leaded together into windows shed light on the central drama of Christian 
salvation. They allowed the light of God into the church. 
 
7 GRAVESTONE 

The gravestone shows the head and shoulders of a man being a tonsured (the crown of 
his head is left bare of hair by shaving) and bearded priest wearing an alb (an ample white 
garment coming down to the ankle) and chasuble (the outermost vestment worn by clergy for 

the celebration of the Mass or Holy Communion) under a trefoiled canopy. It is not known who 
the priest was but the stone may have come from Andwell Priory near Water End on the modern 
A30 road. The Latin words are “Hic jacet”, which, translated, means “Here lies”. The Altar is 
the Holy Table, a reminder of the table at which Jesus, at the Last Supper, shared bread and 

wine with his disciples to celebrate the Jewish feast of the Passover.    
 
8 BRASS MEMORIAL 
The names of 6 soldiers, whose task was the making safe of unexploded bombs are 

shown on the memorial. They were all members of 48th Section 6th Bomb Disposal 
Company, Royal Engineers. They were blown up on 18th August 1940 as they tried to dig 
out an unexploded German bomb that had been dropped on a brickyard in Crown Lane, 

Nately Scures (the road leading from Newnham down to the A30). Defusing the bomb 
was crucial because it was so close to the main railway line. As they dug down to the 
bomb, it exploded showering dirt and rubble over nearby houses. 
 

9 WAR MEMORIAL 
The names of 19 men are shown on the War Memorial. According to the memorial the Great (First World) War lasted from 
1914 until 1921. The First World War is commonly known as the 1914-1918 war, 1918 being the year in which, on 11th 

November, an Armistice was signed. The Treaty of Versailles, the general Peace Treaty, was signed in 1919 but final Peace 
Treaties between the United States and each of Germany, Austria and Hungary were not signed until 1921. 
 
10 WROTTESLEY MEMORIAL 

Sir Frederic John Wrottesley served from 1915 in the 3rd North Midlands Brigade of the Royal 
Artillery. In 1926 he was appointed King’s Counsel. The animal which sits in the coronet at 
the top of the coat of arms is a boar. In heraldic terms it is a boar’s head shown in ermine, 

crined (with hair) twisted and coloured gold. 
 
11 HYMN BOARDS 
The numbers on the notice boards refer to the number assigned to hymns or songs of praise to God included in the Hymn 

Book used by the congregation at the Church when singing hymns at its regular services of worship. 
The first three words of the first hymn shown will vary depending on the hymns chosen by the priest. 
 

12 HASSOCKS 
There are 2 kneelers which have a picture with a connection to the sea.  One shows a 
lighthouse and buoy; one shows a large ship. Although Newnham is a long way from the 
sea the connection may relate to St. Nicholas, after whom this church is named, and who 

was the patron Saint of seafarers. 
 
13 WORD JUMBLES 

Unscrambled these words are:--  
e a v n   nave           a s o s c k h hassock 
t e l c r e n  lectern                      r a n o g    organ 
 

14 CHURCH WALLS 
The church walls are mostly built of knapped flint. Flints, shiny and hard, are commonly found on the Hampshire Downs. 
For flints used in building, knapping is done using a hammer or pick to split flints supported on the lap. Often the flint will 
be split in half to create two so called cherts, both with a flat circular face for use in walls constructed of lime. 

 
Don’t forget to explore the Oppe Wildlife Garden as you leave the churchyard (to the left just outside the lychgate). 
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