
The Arts Society Basingstoke 

The Golden Age in Holland witnessed a period of enormous prosperity, during a time when the Dutch 

Empire spanned the globe.  Dutch Art also flourished during this time, with painters such as Frans 

Hals, van Ruisdael, Jan Steen, Vermeer and Rembrandt at the peak of their prowess. The works 

produced by these masters are best appreciated in the cities where they worked, in the galleries which 

boast the finest examples of the genre, against backdrops which have changed little in the intervening 

years. Our tour encompasses the great cultural achievements of the age, as well as highlighting major 

works from the more recent past.   

 

We will be staying in The Hague, the home of the court and a centre of diplomatic and political life, 

rather than a commercial centre. It retains an 18th and 19th century air of dignity and elegance with broad 

streets and avenues along which many royal and other fine residences are located. From our comfortable 

base in The Park Hotel in the heart of  The Hague, we will enjoy not only a series of visits within the city 

itself, to include the Mauritshuis and its supreme collection of Dutch Masters, but also we will visit the 

historic cities of Haarlem, Delft and Leiden. 

Dutch Art Treasures 

Based in The Hague 

Monday 07 - Friday 11 September 2020 



MONDAY 07 SEPTEMBER 2020 

We will depart from our local pick up point and travel 

to Gatwick for an early afternoon flight with EasyJet to 

Amsterdam (please note that flights are not included in 

the tour price).  Upon arrival we will be met by a local 

coach for the transfer to The Hague where we will check 

into our hotel for the next 4 nights.  The ParkHotel 

Den Haag (4 star) borders the gardens of the Royal 

Palace in the centre of The Hague.  All rooms have private 

facilities (bath and/or shower), television, telephone, 

radio, hairdryer, trouser press and tea and coffee tray.  

The hotel has a spacious lounge, bar and an elegant 

breakfast room.  Dinner will be served in a local 

restaurant this evening. 
 

TUESDAY 08 SEPTEMBER 2020 

After breakfast at the hotel we will meet our local guide 

for a full day of visits in The Hague. Noticeably 

different from the typical Dutch city, The Hague is the 

home of the court and has always been a centre of 

diplomatic and political life rather than a commercial 

centre.  There are numerous museums and galleries in the 

city, many housed in particularly fine buildings, which are 

of interest in themselves.  We will take a short walking 

tour of The Hague, passing the historic Lange Voorhout, 

which is one of the most elegant and upmarket 

boulevards of the city, lined with trees and stunning 

palaces and noble houses.  We will also view the 

parliament building, the Binnenhof, which comprises a 

number of adjoining buildings of varying architectural 

styles constructed around a central cobbled courtyard.  

Both parliamentary chambers and several government 

departments are based here with the oldest building 

dating back to the 13th century.  Next to the Binnenhof, 

we will have a guided tour of the Mauritshuis. This 

charming and intimate museum is housed in a fine 

Renaissance mansion dating from 1633, and the 

collections include numerous treasures of the Dutch 

Golden Age.  There are a number of outstanding works by 

Rembrandt, as well as iconic works by Vermeer, such as 

The Girl with the Pearl Earring and View of Delft.  Frans Hals, 

Jan Steen and van Goyen are all well represented, as is The 

Flemish School with works by Rubens, Van Dyck and 

Jordaens. There will be free time for lunch after the visit 

(which can be taken in the Brasserie Mauritshuis).   

After lunch, we will visit the renowned art dealers 

Hoogsteder & Hoogsteder located opposite the 

Mauritshuis. In the early 1960s, John Hoogsteder began 

buying and selling paintings. Now, the family company 

are firmly established art dealers of Dutch and Flemish 

old masters with a high reputation for quality. They have 

sold paintings to many museums and private collectors 

around the world  with prices reaching several million. 

The artworks are housed in a splendid 17th century 

building in The Hague along with a beautiful collection 

of period furniture.  We will take a walk to our final visit 

of the day to visit the intriguing Panorama Mesdag. 

This is the largest circular canvas in Europe, painted by 

H. W. Mesdag and other artists of the late 19th century 

Hague School.  The vast canvas shows Scheveningen in 

1880, a time when the fishing village was just beginning 

to become popular as a fashionable resort.  The 

untouched dunes, beach and fishing fleet appear 

astonishingly lifelike in this illusory masterpiece.  We 

will return to the hotel for an evening at leisure. 

 

WEDNESDAY 09 SEPTEMBER 2020 

After breakfast we will depart the hotel with our local 

guide and travel to the nearby Kunstmuseum (formerly 

known as the Gemeentemuseum). The glorious art deco 

building was completed in 1935 by Dutch architect H.P 

Berlage and is the city’s municipal museum. Arranged 

over two floors in a system of connecting rooms around 

four sides of a central courtyard, the Kunstmuseum houses 

a valuable collection of modern and applied art. The 

permanent collection houses works by Picasso, Appel and 

Klee, as well as the Dutch landscapes of The Hague School 

paintings. It is, however, best known for its unrivalled 

collection of paintings by Piet Mondrian, where pride of 

place is given to his astonishing final work, Victory Boogie 

Woogie. The museum’s applied arts are also well worth a 

mention, and of particular note is the remarkable 

collection of Delftware, which comprises over 230 items.  

 

We will continue by coach to Haarlem where we will 

lunch will be served in a local café.  The principal town 

of the Counts of Holland, Haarlem was sacked by the 

Spanish under Frederick of Toledo in 1572, and there are 

reminders of this all over the town. Haarlem went on to 

enjoy its greatest prosperity in the 17th century, becoming 

a centre for the arts and home to a flourishing school of 

painters.  The town retains an air of quiet affluence, and its 



prosperous past is displayed in the wealth of Gothic and 

Renaissance architecture.   After lunch we will walk to the 

Frans Hals Museum for a visit, which is housed in the 

Oudemannenhuis (almshouses) where Frans Hals is said to 

have spent his final years.  The Oudemannenhuis is a fairly 

typical hofje whose style of low buildings and peaceful 

courtyards may be seen repeated, with slight variations, all 

over the town.  As well as housing a large number of works 

by Frans Hals, the museum also has collections of 16th 

century art by such painters as Jan Mostaert, van Scorel, 

van Goyen, Brouwer and van Ostade, and a good group of 

paintings by the Haarlem mannerists, including Carel van 

Mander, leading light of the Haarlem School and teacher of 

Frans Hals.  Among the featured works by Frans Hals are a 

set of ‘Civic Guard’ portraits which show Hals' special skill 

in making the group a unified whole rather than a static 

collection of individual portraits.  In addition, the museum 

houses a large collection of period furniture, Haarlem 

silver and ceramics, and an 18th century dolls house.  At 

the end of the day, we will return to the hotel by coach 

for an evening at leisure. 
 

THURSDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 2020 

After breakfast, we will check out of the hotel and join 

our coach for a full day of visits in Delft with our guide. 

Delft retains much of its historic charm and intimate 

character in the narrow streets and picturesque canals, 

small bridges and tiny courtyards and in the carefully 

preserved façades of the old buildings.  The morning will 

begin with a visit to the Royal Delft Blue Porcelain 

Factory (Koninklijke Porceleyne Fles) on the outskirts of 

the town, where we will enjoy a short guided tour with 

a resident guide.  This factory was founded in 1653 when 

Delftware was already known and prized throughout the 

world.  Originally the ware was produced as tiles, plates 

and panels, but by the 17th century Delftware also included 

jars, vases and even doorway surrounds.  Although the 

potteries declined during the 18th century, there was a 

revival of their fine craftsmanship during the late 19th 

century.  De Porcelyne Fles was re-founded in 1876 and 

continues to produce superb examples of New Delft.   We 

will rejoin our guide and embark on a walking tour of  

‘Vermeer’s Delft’, including a visit to both the Oude 

Kerk, a wonderful Gothic Church containing the tomb 

of Johannes Vermeer, and the Nieuwe Kerk, a late 

Gothic cruciform basilica, which houses the ornamental 

tomb of Prince William of Orange.  We will continue 

into the centre of Delft where there will be some free 

time for lunch before our final visit of the day where we 

will visit former convent and elegant mansion of the 

House of Orange, which is now the Prinsenhof 

Museum and Art Gallery, and was occupied by 

William at the time of his assassination in 1584.  The 

bullet holes are still in the wall as silent witnesses.  The 

three iconic themes, Willem van Oranje, Delft Blue and 

Delft Masters are all evident throughout the museum 

with an extensive collection of paintings, pottery and 

utensils from the 16th and 17th centuries.  Following the 

visit we will return to our hotel in The Hague for an 

evening at leisure.   

 

FRIDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2020 

After breakfast at the hotel, transfer by coach to Leiden - 

Rembrandt's birthplace - for a morning visit, beginning 

with a walking tour.  The town owes its wealth to the 

textile industry and successful merchants built attractive 

houses along the Rapenburg canal.  Thanks to this 

wealth, Leiden University developed into a leading 

institution and international scholars brought a variety of 

collections which laid the foundations of many 

museums.  Following the walking tour, we will visit the 

Lakenhal Museum (Stedelijk Museum de Lakenhal), 

in the 17th century headquarters of Leiden's cloth trade, 

which houses temporary exhibitions of modern art and 

also furniture from the 16th century onwards, the 

highlight being Lucas van Leyden's Renaissance triptych 

of The Last Judgement.  A farewell lunch will be 

taken after the tour before we embark on a private 

guided canal boat ride where we will see a selection 

of Leiden’s eighty-eight bridges and centuries-old 

architecture along the canals that span more than 28 

kilometres long.  We will continue to Schipol airport for 

the return flight to London Gatwick. On arrival in 

Gatwick our local coach will be on hand to return us to 

our original pick up point. 

 

As this tour has been planned many months in advance, the 
final itinerary may vary slightly from the above. 



 

The Arts Society  

PRICE INCLUDES 

4 nights' bed and breakfast accommodation  

Dinner in a local restaurant on the evening of arrival 

2 Lunches in local restaurants 

Services of a local specialist guide throughout 

All local coach transfers as per the itinerary 

All booking and entrance charges as per the itinerary 

VOX audio guides 

 

HOTEL DETAILS 

The ParkHotel Den Haag (4 star) 

Molenstraat 53 

2513 BJ Den Haag 

For further details please visit:  

www.parkhoteldenhaag.nl  

 

TRAVEL INSURANCE  

It is a condition of booking that each tour participant carries 

full travel insurance and it is your responsibility to ensure 

that you have adequate insurance for this tour. We have 

arranged a scheme with specialists Travel & General 

Insurance Services Limited who are fully authorised and 

regulated by the FCA (firm reference number 304788) full 

details of which can be found on the FCA website 

www.fca.org.uk. Please call Travel & General on 0203 794 

2954 for a quote.  

 

YOUR FINANCIAL PROTECTION 

Our ATOL Number is 3707. All the flights and flight-

inclusive tours in this brochure are financially protected by 

the ATOL scheme.  When you pay you will be supplied 

with an ATOL Certificate.  Please ask for it and check to 

ensure that everything you booked (flights, hotels and other 

services) is listed on it.  Please see our booking conditions 

for further information or for more information about 

financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: 

www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate  

 

MINIMUM NUMBERS 

The tour price is based on a minimum of 25 participants. 

SUGGESTED FLIGHTS 

We hope to use the following EasyJet flights: 

07/09 - London Gatwick /Amsterdam - 12.55 (15.20) EZY8875 

11/09 - Amsterdam / London Gatwick - 20.10 (20.30) EZY8882 

All flights are subject to schedule change by the airline.  

 

The tour price shown excludes airfares as these can vary on 

a daily basis. Heritage Group Travel can book flights on your 

behalf and will pass on the airfare at cost price plus an 

administration fee of £10 per person.  In the unlikely event 

that the tour does not materialise, or that the fares at the 

time of booking exceed £250 per person, your deposit will 

be refunded in full. Please indicate on the booking form if 

you would prefer to make your own travel arrangements, 

but we would ask you not to book your flights until you 

have received written confirmation that your booking has 

been accepted and that the tour will be going ahead.   

 

BOOKING & FINAL TRAVEL DETAILS 

To reserve your place on the tour, please send your 

completed booking form and deposit of £250 per 

person, to Heritage Group Travel, as soon as possible 

and no later than Friday 24 April 2020. You will receive 

a confirmation of your booking combined with an invoice 

for the final balance. The final travel details (itinerary, 

hotel details, flight ticket and luggage label) will be 

available approximately 10-14 days prior to travel. The 

final balance is due by Friday 26 June 2020. 

 

PASSPORT & VISA REQUIREMENTS 

British Nationals should be in possession of a valid 10 year 

passport: visas are not required for travel to The 

Netherlands. Other Nationals should contact the Dutch 

Embassy to confirm current visa requirements. 

TOUR PRICE 
£920 per person sharing a twin/double room 

£140 single supplement (single rooms, smaller in size) 
(subject to availability) 

Heritage Group Travel 
Charlotte House 

12 Charlotte Street 
Bath BA1 2NE 

Tel: 01225 466620 


